PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN IRELAND

LIST OF LOBBY MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS FOR 2010 AGM 
 HEALTH
1. The right to see psychologists of ones own choice free on the medical card. Currently people are limited to seeing certain professionals who might not be understanding or sympathetic.    If people want to choose their own psychologist there is a charge of €80.
Proposed by Clare Network
Amendment:

In light of the fact, that serious illnesses and disabilities can impose significant psychological and emotional stress and financial stress on people, we call on the Government to give disabled people the right to see psychologists of one’s own choice for free on the medical card.

Proposed by Galway Network

2. Clare network of PWDI are calling that all that all people with health issues are provided with allergy screening prior to being prescribed prescription drugs  
Proposed by Clare Network
Amendment:

We call on the Government to establish a listing of prescription drugs which have been found to cause allergic reactions in people in Ireland and around the world, and that compulsory allergy testing be administered to ill patients prior to prescribing these prescription drugs and that this be included within the medical code of practise.

Proposed by Galway Network

3. In light of the progress made by diabetes clinics in each HSE area in addressing the problem of diabetes in Ireland, we call on the PWDI to get the Minister for Health to set up a national clinic for those people suffering from ME / Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, which afflicts 10,000 people in Ireland today.

Proposed by Galway Network

 SUPPORT AND SERVICES
4. Clare network of PWDI would like to see an independent person employed by government to oversee the effective running of services for people with disabilities .Services such as PA .Home Help (clarity is needed as to what department the above person would be accountable to).
Proposed by Clare Network

Amendment:
Clare network call on the Government to set up an independent person employed by the government to oversee the effective running of services for people with disabilities. And that this person would have cross-departmental powers, authority, duties and responsibilities.         

Proposed by Galway Network
5. Fuel allowance should be increased and a contingency plan put in place given the experience for people with disabilities last Winter.

Proposed by Cork City Network

TRAVEL
6. Free travels pass for all children under the age of 16 with a disability who are in receipt of domiciliary care allowance also for their carers.
Proposed by Clare Network

AUDIT
7. Clare network would like to see the funding allocated to the vision for change to be accounted for. 

Proposed by Clare Network

8. Clare network of PWDI would like all funding allocated to disability organisations to be published in the local media under the freedom of information act 

Proposed by Clare Network  

FUNDING AND CUTS 
9. In the forthcoming Budget Disability Organisations and individual payments to disabled people should be exempt from cuts.

Proposed by Cork City Network
10. Sligo Network proposes that this 10th National AGM of PwDI calls on the Government to desist from making any future cuts affecting people with Disabilities.
Proposed by Sligo Network
Amendment:
. All PwDI networks and the PwDI organisation today call on the Government to desist from making cuts this year and in future years against people with disabilities. We ask the government to consider options and budget submissions which specify ways and means of resolving the financial crisis and economic recession without having to implement cuts which would hurt the most vulnerable people in society, the disabled.    

Proposed by Galway Network                                                                                                                                                     
11. That PwDI lobby for funding for voluntary groups and advocates to enable them work and support people with disabilities. 
Proposed by Offaly Network
Amendment:
That PwDI commit to request extra funding for voluntary groups and advocates to enable them to work with and support people with disabilities. 

Proposed by Roscommon Network

12. That PDI lobby for funding to provide a Personal Assistance service to people with learning disabilities
Proposed by Offaly Network
Amendment:
That PWDI commit to request funding to provide a Personal Assistant service to people with intellectual disabilities and mental Health Issues to enable inclusion in their communities and enable their participation in social activities.

Proposed by Roscommon Network

13. That PwDI lobby the Government to ring fence funding for training programmes for people with   learning disabilities and ring fence funding for Personal Assistants services for people with physical and sensory disabilities. (Funding to be made available through FAS)
Proposed by Offaly Network

RESPITE
14. Clare network of PWDI feel that parents who care for their children in the home and continue to care for the children when they become adults with a disability are discriminated against in terms of respite care and supports services .The network are asking that the service provided by parents are recognised and are treated on an equal basis with other carers.

Proposed by Clare Network
NATIONAL DISABILITY STRATEGY
15. The National Disability Strategy should be honoured to the full and the government should give a stated commitment in this regard.

Proposed by Cork City Network
ABUSE OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
16. While the Ryan Report detailed abuses against children in religious-run institutions over many decades, it has come to our attention that disabled people were also abused in residential institutions. We call on the PWDI to 

consult the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform to implement HIQA standards in all residential institutions where there are disabled people

set up a nationwide Monitoring System for residential institutions for disabled people which would carry out random and covert monitoring of these institutions to ensure compliance with HIQA standards and Irish laws

that such a Monitoring System would have a close liasion with the Garda Siochana. And that such a  Monitoring System would have PWDI representation on it.
Proposed by Galway Network

17. In light of the fact that several disabled people have complained of being mistreated by bus drivers on public buses, we ask that PWDI immediately inform the Minister for Transport about this matter and get the Minister to make it compulsory for all drivers of public transport services – including buses, trains, boats and planes – to get disability awareness training, and that the results of this training be monitored to ensure compliance with the training itself and anti-discrimination legislation. And that the PWDI Board give all PWDI networks a report on this by the end of March 2011.

Proposed by Galway Network

ACCESS

18. That PwDI call on the Government to legislate to provide that the management of every public building keep an Incident Book to record every instance of a person with a disability encountering difficulty in accessing the building and the action taken to prevent any recurrence of such difficulty ; and that every such Incident Book be available for inspection by the access Officer of the relevant Local Authority.

Proposed by Galway Network
GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES
19. That PwDI Ltd lobby the Government and the County Councils for exemption of bin charges for all people with disabilities.

Proposed by Offaly Network

LEGISTLATION 

20. That PwDI lobby for provisions in the new mental health Act to include involvement of a family member or advocate to speak on behalf of a person in an acute stage of mental illness.

Proposed by Offaly Network
Amendment:
That PwDI commit to seek to have provisions included in the mental health Act 2001 and HIQA standards to include involvement of a family member or independent advocate to speak on behalf of a person in an acute stage of mental illness.

Proposed by Roscommon Network

DISABLED DRIVERS
21. That PwDI lobby for disabled drivers grant or primary certificate to be extended to include people with sensory disabilities.
Proposed by Offaly Network
Amendment:
That PwDI request that the disabled drivers grant or/and primary certificate be extended to include people with severe mental, intellectual and sensory disabilities including those with severe epilepsy and autism.  

Proposed by Roscommon Network

TRAINING
22. That FAS in partnership with PwDI design and develop training suitable to meet the needs of our members. FAS as the National Training Authority have a moral responsibility to provide suitable training for all Irish people particularly those with disabilities
Proposed by Offaly Network
Amendment:
That FAS in partnership with PwDI design and develop training appropriate to the needs of individual person with disability. FAS as the National Training Authority have a responsibility to provide suitable training for all people including people with disabilities who are not entitled to a social welfare payment.
Proposed by Roscommon Network
HOUSING
23. That  PwDI lobby the government to  provide adequate funding to the Co. Councils to  ensure that they actively provide accessible housing for people with disabilities so that they can be accommodated within their own communities.

Proposed by Offaly Network
Amendment 1:

That  PwDI lobby the government to  provide adequate funding to all city and county councils to  ensure that they actively provide accessible housing for people with disabilities so that they can be accommodated within their own communities. And that the current stock of 300,000 empty houses and property portfolio of NAMA be used to achieve this objective.

Proposed by Galway Network
Amendment 2:

That PwDI commit to request the government to provide adequate funding to the Co. Councils to ensure that they actively provide accessible housing for all people with disabilities including parents with children with disabilities to ensure that they are accommodated within the community and their right to dignity respected.
Proposed by Roscommon Network
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